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I was appointed to the position of Vice President Finance and Operations late November 2017. 
 

Internal affairs 
 
DAGS building was closed by the university administration due to numerous issues accumulated during 
previous years. I, with the executive team, worked on preparing and reviewing communication with the 
university in order to: (i) reopen the building, (ii) obtain a new space, (iii) obtain the right to store DAGS’ 
belongings in the closed building until a new space was found, and (iv) fight to keep DAGS’ cleared of unfunded 
accusations. The matter ended with DAGS receiving a new space, on the 4th floor of the Student Union Building 
(SUB), and the university recognizing that the relationship between DAGS and the university greatly improved 
compared to what it used to be in the previous years. 
 

Budget 
 
With the closure of the old building, the Muse was also closed. This establishment was generating very little 
revenue, and no profit. 10,000 dollars of DAGS’ budget were used to subsidize the Muse so that it would be 
able to operate. In addition, the amount of people frequenting the space was minimal. Therefore, the executive 
team decided that DAGS should not be operating a pub; instead, this part of the budget should be used to bring 
student more useful services, such as increased travel grants, scholarships, etc. Additionally, the budget can 
be increased by finishing selling items that are not of use anymore because of the closure of the Muse, such as 
an expensive espresso coffee machine, various supplies, and furniture. 
 
I made sure that all old credit card debts were paid back, that new credit cards were issued with the correct 
name of primary and secondary card holders, and that all the information regarding bank accounts and 
primary and secondary account holders was updated. 
 
A review of the bank accounts own by DAGS was done in January with our small business advisor, Ali 
Algermozi, and the following points are of interest: 

• DAGS has currently three (3) bank accounts: two under DALHOUSIE ASSOCIATION OF GRAD 
STUDENTS and one under GRADUATE HOUSE. 

• The later one is a non-for-profit account, which has no cost, while the other two are business accounts, 
therefore have a monthly charge. 

• Since the DAGS does not operates the Muse anymore, it is recommended that only one account is kept 
open, preferably the one ending in 18 under DALHOUSIE ASSOCIATION OF GRAD STUDENTS, and to 
turn it from a business account to a non-for-profit account. 

 
This year, the following amounts were disbursed to the students: 

• More than 2,800 CAD in travel grants; 
• More than 3,000 CAD in society grants. 
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Finally, I oversaw the overall finances of DAGS. 
 

Other 
 
I have participated to the National Graduate Caucus as DAGS representant, attended meeting with lawyer, Dr. 
Marty Leonard, and DSU executive team; assisted preparing and running the AGM in March, as well as assisted 
running the Graduate Appreciation Night in April; also, I participated in the cleaning of DAGSs building in 
December. 


